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Abstract

This paper presents an investigation about the archaeological research activities carried out during from 
(17th -19th CE) on the soil of Indo-Pakistan Sub-continent mainly in British Colonial and after independence 
of Pakistan by the Department of Archaeology & Museums, Pakistan. The topic is presented in three parts: 
first part presents early research activities carried out during the British Colonial era, second part provides 
information  about the establishment of regional offices under the administrative control of  Archaeological 
Survey of India and third part provides details about the main archaeological research activities conducted 
during post-colonial era and establishment of Federal Department of Archaeology and Museums after inde-
pendence of Pakistan. 

I. Activities of British Government Colo-

nial Era (17th -19th Century)

The first European notices of the living temples 

and ancient monuments of India are found in the 

reports of travelers in the 16th, 17th and the first 

half of the 18th centuries. The important records 

are contributed by John Huighen van Linschoten 

in the late 16th century and Pietro della Valle in 

the early 17th century about the living temples in 

India. The beginning of a systematic and scholarly 

interest is however, evident in the middle of 18th 

century. The accurate and precise records of 

monuments began to appear and there was a better 

appreciation of India as a rich and fruitful area 

of historical and archaeological investigations. 

It was also the beginning of theoretical research, 

primarily concerning the historical geography of 

the country (Chakrabarti 1982: 326).  

The interest in Gandhāra region however, arose 

in the late 19th century as collections of coins, 

reliquaries, and sculptures were assembled by 

adventurers such as Charles Masson, and by 

British military units who amassed objects during 

punitive raids into “tribal areas”. This material 

kept in colonial museums such as the Indian 

Museum in Calcutta and the British Museum in 

London, lost record of its precise provenance 

and was generically labeled as Gandhāran, thus 

shifting the meaning of the word from precise 

geographical designation to a broad cultural 

one (Brancaccio 2006: 1). However, the proper 

discovery and archaeological excavations 

of ancient sites in the Indian Sub-Continent 

can be traced back to the early British Indian 

Government around the middle of 18th Century.  

In fact, the British colonial legacy is manifested 

by archaeological explorations, excavations, 

conservations of ancient monuments and sites, 

study of epigraphy, establishments of museums 

including effective legislation on preservations of 

cultural properties in the Sub-Continent (Mughal 

2011: 119).

The British explorers actually had long since 

started looking at the Indian colonies which were 

conquered by Britain.  William Finch (1608-11) 

was among those who first described the Ashoka 

pillars in Dehli and Allahabad and recorded 

observations about the architecture of Dehli, 

Agra, Lahore and other cities. However, there 

were many other adventurers who travelled all 

over India such as; from Portuguese colonial 

times, Duarte Barbosa, Tavernier, from French 
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colonial times, Thevenot, Niebur, Mahilton, 

Tieffenthaler and many others (Kakar 2008: 38).  

The first significant author on Indian historical 

geography was M.D’ Anville (1753, 1775) who 

was concerned with the identification of historical 

sites that had been mentioned by the Classical 

authors on India, such as the Palibothra of the 

Classical sources with Pataliputra. The study of 

these problems appeared in a three volume work 

by Joseph Tieffenthaler, du Perron and James 

Rennell (Chakrabarti 1982: 327).  Michael Falser 

has very rightly mentioned about the interest of 

Britishers in the following words: 

“Around 1820 the merging enthusiasm of British 

colonial civil servants for investigating (primary) 

sites in India can be seen (a) as a result of the rising 

disciplines of classical archaeology and art history 

as a modern means of scientific investigation; and 

(b) as a side-effect of the neo-classical revival 

in the late eighteenth century in Europe, itself 

a symptom of romantic Philhellenism. In line 

with the German archaeologist  and art historian 

Johann Joachim Winckelmann’s periodizations of 

style as formative, mature and decadent (set out 

in his ground-breaking study of 1764, Geschichte 

de Kunst des Alterthums), Greek antiquity in the 

form of a European ‘classic’ was, according to 

Abe’s interpretation, associated with aesthetic and 

politically authority. As a consequence the myth 

of the conquest of Central Asia by Alexander the 

Great and his successors’ Hellenistic outposts 

from Bactria to Northern India (the area in which 

what was latter called Graeco-Buddhist influences 

and style is found) accorded with the new 

European claim of political leadership in India, 

and its cultural mission to civilize the colonized 

sub-continent through a declared cultural heritage 

(Falser 2015:6)”.

During the first decades of the 19th century the 

recoding of monuments began and these records 

led up to James Fergusson’s successive studies 

of Indian architecture.  The discovery and 

publications of accounts of prehistoric remains 

also began in the first decades of the 19th century. 

Among the first to receive attention were the 

megalithic graves of the peninsula, stray hoards 

of bronze weapons from the Gages-Jamuna Doab 

and the ask-mounds of Mysore. The first recorded 

find of stone implements was in 1842 when 

Primrose discovered stone knives and arrow-

heads in Raichur district, but it was eleven years 

later that John Evans published the first account 

of worked flints discovered on the Narbada River 

near Jabalpur (Bridget & Allchin 1968: 20).

About the research activities in ancient region 

of Gandhāra, Zwalf describes that after its 

annexation by the British East India Company 

in 1849, great quantities of Buddhist cult images 

and reliefs in gray-blue and green schist and lime 

plaster gradually came to light and by the end of 

19th century scholars were using Gandhāra as a 

convenient term for what was being recognized 

as a remarkable, long-lived and influential 

tradition of Buddhist art and Architecture (Zwalf 

1979:  1). However, an immense interest in the 

archaeological researches was started when the 

enthusiastic British amateur antiquarians set up 

“Asiatic Society of Bengal”1 with James Prinsep as 

1 The manifesto of the Asiatic Society of Bengal was ‘to 
inquire into the history and antiquities, the arts, sciences and 
literature of Asia’. The foundation of this Society in Calcutta was 
entirely in keeping with the scientific spirit of late 18th century 
Britain. The establishment of the Asiatic Society by Sir William 
Jones on 15th January, 1784 facilitated the work of publication. 
A Journal “Asiatic Researches” was first issued in 1788.  See: 
Tauqeer Ahmad, 2011, Cultural Profile of Gandhāra: An Ap-
praisal, un-published PhD thesis, Institute of Archaeology and 
Anthropology, Faculty of Arts and Humanities, University of 
Peshawar, Pakistan. 
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its first Secretary in the year 1784.  The society 

laid down the foundations of Epigraphical and 

Numismatic studies and produced a number of 

scholars such as; James Fergusson, Markham 

Kitto, Edward Thomas, Alexander Cunningham. 

However, the initiated researches carried out in 

the second half of 18th Century brought various 

new aspects into light and their significant was 

well recognized through numerous writings of 

these British scholars (Khan, A.N 1990: 11). 

The importance and preservation of cultural 

heritage was provided legal protection by 

enactment of the Bengal Regulation XIX of 

1810 and Madras Regulation VII of 1817. These 

legislations make the British Government to 

intervene in case of risks or danger to the ancient 

monuments.  In the year 1844 the Court of the 

Directors of the East India Company decided to 

compile the preliminary reports on each “temple 

and building and to select specimens of buildings 

worthy of delineation”.  In the year 1861, Lord 

Canning, the first Viceroy of India sanctioned a 

scheme for preparing an “accurate description 

– illustrated by plans, measurements, drawings 

or photographs and by copies of inscriptions- if 

such remains as deserve notice, the history of 

them so far as it  may be traceable, and a record 

of the traditions that are retained regarding them”. 

These events are clear evidences of interest and 

struggle in the preservation of monuments by the 

British Rule on Indian Sub-Continent. However 

Gandhāran research came with the integration of 

“North-West-Province” after 1847 by the British, 

who took over the territory from the Sikhs.

A significant step was taken in the year 1860 when 

the Archeological Survey for Northern parts of 

the Sub-Continent was established. Major General 

Alexander Cunningham who was basically a civil 

engineer was appointed its first Director. He 

carried out archaeological excavations at many 

places including at Taxila. New information 

was gained from the translation of the Chinese 

texts of Faxian and Xuanang, which inspired 

Cunningham to write his “Ancient Geography”. 
Major General Cunningham was raised to the post 

of Director General of Archaeological Survey 

of India in February, 18712.  After his extensive 

tour s to the Northern and Central parts of the 

Sub-Continent, the archaeological reports which 

were published by the ASI in the “Archaeological 

Survey of India Reports” (ASIR) are indeed a 

remarkable contribution. The early important 

archaeological excavations which were carried 

out by the Archeological Survey of India under 

the leadership of Sir Alexander Cunningham3 

includes in and around Peshāwar - Takht-i-Bahi, 

Loriyan-Tangai, Jamal Garhi, in the northern parts 

of present Pakistan (Mughal 2011: 120).  

In the latter half of the 19th century, Alexander 

2  There were eight Circles working under the 
Archeological Survey of India namely; Northern Circle 
(The United Provinces & another for Delhi Province), 
Frontier Circle (The Punjab and the North-West Frontier 
Province), Western Circle (Bombay Presidency and Sindh), 
Central Circle (Bihar and Orissa; the Central Provinces 
and Berar), Eastern Circle (Bengal and Assam), Southern 
Circle (Madras Presidency and Coorg), Burma Circle and 
Rajputana and Central India Circle. Cited: Annual Reports 
of the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI),  for the years 
1930-31, 31-32, 32-33, & 1933-34, edit. C.L.  Fabri (Part-I), 
1936, Manager of Publications, Delhi, India.

3  In the year 1871-73, Alexander Cunningham carried 
out first official exploration for the Archaeological Survey of 
India. The excavations at Jamalgarhi were carried out from 
March-April, 1873, and the sculptures collected from here 
were principally distributed between the Indian Museum-
Calcutta. Central Museum Lahore and the East India company 
Museum at South Kensington in London each of which received 
approximately  100 to 200 specimens of sculptures from not only 
the site of Jamalgarhi, but from Takht-i-Bahi (23rd Januray-12th 
April, 1871) and later from Sahr-e -Bahlol and Kharkai (1872-
73).For more details see: Suwarcha, Paul. 1986, Gandhāra 
Sculptures in Chandigarh Museum, India.
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Cunningham identified several ancient sites 

namely; Vaishali with Basarah and Nalanda with 

Bargaon.  This process was continued by his 

successors.  However, the early archaeologists 

were keenly interested in recovering sculptures 

and art objects of exotic and aesthetic valued 

many of which were removed to enrich the 

British Museum and other foreign collections 

(Sharma  2003: 49) .   Sir Alexander Cunningham 

established Epigraphical Survey under J.F. Fleet in 

early 1883 before his retirement from the post of 

Director General in 1884 and was succeeded by 

Dr. Burges. The new Director General was also 

very active in publishing well known journals, 

namely; “Indian Antiquary and Epigraphia Indica” 
(Khan, A.N 1990: 12).

In this context the contribution of French 

scholars in the field of archaeological researches 

however, cannot be overlooked4. When Maharaja 

Ranjit Singh (1780-1839) built his kingdom 

on the banks of the Indus facing British India, 

he recruited French Officers namely ; General 

Court, Allard,  and General J.B Ventura5, who 

4  The Guimet Museum Collection;  the main part of it 
came from Afghanistan in the 1920’s and the 1930’s, through 
the DAFA (Delegation Archeologique Françoise en Afghan-
istan) excavations, at the time of Joseph Hacken(1886-1941) 
after the first mission of Alfred Foucher at the end of the 
19th century, in the old Gandhāra,  in 1896-1897, a trip to the 
Indian border, in Lahore and Peshāwar area. As compare to 
the thousands of stucco excavated in Hadda by the DAFA, the 
core of the Gandhāra collection is only one hundred relieves 
from the Foucher mission. See: Pierre Cambon, 2012, p.121, 
The Visit of the sixteen ascetics to the Buddha seated in a 
grotto, A Gandhara stele, Paris collection, National Museums 
Arts.

5  General J.B Ventura opened Buddhist Stupa Man-

ikiala/Mankiala.  It was first reported by M. Elphinstone, 
who on his way back from Kabul in 1808 sent a party to test 
Col. Wilford’s view that Mankiala marked the site of ancient 
Taxila.  Elphinstone’s party found no remains other than the 
tope, as the stupa was locally called, but twelve years after-
wards Moorcoft, crossing the spot, was informed by people 
that old walls, potsherds, and ancient coins were frequently 

after Waterloo (1815) had travelled east to the 

Persian court and from there crossed Afghanistan 

to the Sikh Capital, Lahore. The French Officers 

were sheer in classical culture and familiar with 

Greco-Roman sources. Among them General 

Court explored the Mankiyala Stūpa6 and sent 

excavation report to the Asiatic Society of Bengal 

(JASB, 1834). These very early archaeological 

researches clearly shows the curiosity and interest 

which was prevailed in the early 19th Century in 

the Sub-Continent (Guimet Catalogue 2010: 26). 

General J. B Ventura excavations at Mankiala and 

Masson’s work in Afghanistan opened up a new 

field as “Buddhist Archaeology” which stimulated 

the general interest in images.  With this a vague 

outline of a Gandharā school of sculpture showing 

Greek as well as local influences started emerging. 

The first note on this subject is apparently by 

W. Jackson (1852) who illustrated two pieces of 

Gandhāra stucco found near Peshawār. In the 

same year E.C, Bayley found a detailed note on 

some sculptures found in the Peshawār district. 

These were collected by Colonel Lumsden of 

the Guides Corpse and Lieutenant Stokes of the 

discovered. Topes were also observed by Moorcoft on the 
west of Indus and in Afghanistan. M. Court who visited the 
place shortly afterwards found no less than fifteen topes in 
the neighborhood which he opened and luckily, found Roman 
coins in one of them. In 1832, Lieutenant Alexander Burnes, 
visited Mankiala and inspected the operations of Ventura. 
Burnes also made a collection of coins which was published 
by James Princep in the journal of the Society in June, 1833. 
For more details See: Tauqeer Ahmad, 2011. Cultural Profile 
of Gandhāra: An Appraisal, un-published Ph.D thesis, Insti-
tute of Archaeology and Anthropology, Faculty of Arts and 
Humanities, University of Peshawar, Pakistan. 

6  It is situated about twenty five kilometers southeast 

of Rawalpindi on the main highway (Grand Trunk Road). The 
Department of Archaeology and Museums under the lead-
ership of Dr. Saif ur Rahman Dar conducted scientifically 
archaeological excavations during 1968.  For further details 
see: Saif ur Rahman Dar. 1972, “Excavation at Mankiyala, 
1968” Pakistan Archaeology No. 7, 1970-71, pp.6-22, Depart-
ment of Archaeology and Museums, Karachi, Pakistan. 
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Horse Artillery from a site known as Jamalgarhi 

(Ahmad 2011: 7). 

Alfred Foucher, a French expert in Indian Culture, 

had made a long journey along the Afghan border 

in 1897. He was fascinated about the material 

discovered by the British excavators during the 

course of excavations at the different areas of 

sub-Continent.  In his publication entitled “L’Art 
Gr’eco-bouddique du Gandhāra (Paris, 1901) he 

discussed the influence of Alexander the Great 

and Hellenism in the Sub-continent. In the year 

1899, Lord Curzon was appointed as Viceroy 

in the Sub-continent. He brought fundamental 

changes in the policy of the British Government 

towards the maintenance and preservation of 

monuments. Due to his personal interest in 

the preservation of cultural heritage, “Ancient 
Monuments Preservation Act, 1904” was enacted7. 

It is widely presumed that the study of Buddhist 

archaeology in this region since the beginning of 

the 18th century started first with an antiquarian 

interest with no scientific methods or techniques. 

However, in the beginning of the 20th century, when 

the subject attracted the attention of scholarly 

world a more systematic and scientific approach 

was developed (Khan, Nasim 2010:1).

II. Regional Offices under the administra-

tive control of the Archaeological Survey 

of India 

 The British India was divided into five 

Archaeological Survey Circles, namely: Madras 

7  His support however, laid the concrete foundations 

of management, preservation, and development of cultural 
heritage in Indo Pakistan sub-continent. See: Mughal, M.R. 
2011, Heritage Management and Conservation in Pakistan: 
The British Legacy and Current Perspective, Pakistan Heri-
tage, Vol.3, Hazara University, Mansehra, Pakistan.

 

with Coorg; Bombay with Sindh and Berar; the 

Punjab with Balochistan and Ajmer; the United 

(then North-West) Provinces with the Central 

Provinces; and Bengal with Assam. Later on in 

1901, Kashmir, Rajputana and the Punjab States 

as well as Dir, Swāt and Chitral were added to the 

charge of the Surveyor of the Punjab-Baluchistan-

Ajmer Circle; Baroda, Central India, Hyderabad 

(Deccan) and the Bombay states were added 

to the charge of the surveyor of the Bombay-

Berar Circle; and the States within the political 

jurisdiction of the Government of Madras and 

Bengal were added to the charge of the surveyor 

of the Madras-Coorg and Bengal-Assam  Circles 

respectively (Cumming 1939: 11).

 In 1902, Viceroy Lord Curzon decided to 

reorganize the Archaeological Survey of India and 

Sir John Marshall was appointed its new Director 

General who reorganized all the activities of the 

Survey, excavation, exploration, conservation, 

epigraphy, numismatics and publications 

in a befitting manner. Now conservation of 

ancient monuments became one of the prime 

responsibilities, with the re-organization of 

Archaeological Survey of India which was 

earlier shifted between local administrations and 

Provincial Governments.  During this period the 

Central Government created two Circles namely; 

Frontier Circle and the Northern Circle.  A series 

of “Memoirs” was published in addition to the 

“Annual Report” (ASIR) devoted to the works 

carried out by the Survey in a particular year 

(Khan, A. N 1990: 13).

 Sir John Marshall’s outstanding contribution 

escorts the activities of Archaeological Survey 

of India such as; preservation of monuments, 

archaeological excavations, epigraphy and other 

related fields of Archaeology. He was the real 
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architect of Archaeology in the Sub-Continent 

and his discoveries added new and put the 

Archeological Survey of India on a sound footing.  

Before his retirement on 6th September, 1928 his 

major works is included; excavations at modern 

city “Charsada”8 (ancient “Puskalavati”), one of 

the great centers of Indio-Hellenic civilization, 

the Buddhist sites of Sarnath, Kasia, Rajagrha, 

and Vaisali. Besides, he also excavated important 

Buddhist sites such as; Shah-ji-ki Dheri 

(Peshāwar), Dharmarajika Stūpa, Jaulian monastic 

complex and other sites in Taxila Valley (1913-

34) (Marshall 1951) as well as at the Indus Valley 

celebrated site of Moenjodaro.  During this period 

another major contribution is credited to Sir Aurel 

Stein 9  from 1898-1928 which comprises on; 

archeological tours, surveys and excavations in 

different regions of sub-Continent. However, his 

major concern was to follow the Alexander the 

Great’s route to the Indus.

After the retirement of Sir John Marshall, his 

successors served Archaeological survey of India 

and continued his policies and archaeological 

researches.  His successors who served for 

Archaeological survey of India were Herald 

Hargreaves (1928-31), Daya Ram Sahni (1931-

35), J.F. Blakiston (1935-37), K.N. Dikshit (1937-

44) then Sir Mortimer Wheeler (1944-1948).  A 

systematic study of the Paleolithic sequence in 

the Potohar region was however carried out by 

De Terra and Peterson (1933) which gave ample 

8  The site of Charsada was earlier excavated by Dr. 

Gerrick in 1882. Further excavations at the high mound of 
Bala Hisar near Charsada were carried out under the direc-
tion of Sir Mortimer Wheeler in 1958. For more details see 
: Wheeler, R.E.M. Charsada, a metropolis of the North-West 
Frontier, being a report on the excavations of 1958, Pub.1962, 
Oxford University Press, for the Government of Pakistan and 
the British Academy, London.

9   For further details See: Stein, A, 1929, On  Alex-

ander’s  Track to the Indus, London.

evidences of Paleolithic period of Pakistan.  Sir 

Mortimer Wheeler put the Archaeological Survey 

of India on scientific lines10, after his appointment 

as Director General, Archaeological Survey of 

India in 1944. The “British Rule” in Sub-continent 

was ended in 1947 by dividing the country into 

two new independent states namely; Pakistan and 

India (Kakar 2008: 42).  

III. Post-Colonial Era (20th Century - 

Onward)

The Structure and Organizational set up of 

Federal Department of Archaeology and 

Museums

 At the time of the partition of India in 1947, a 

new Department of Archaeology was created 

carved out of the pre-independence days of the 

Archaeological Survey of India which comprises 

on a small unit having its two offices, one each in 

the East and West Pakistan with its Headquarter 

in the capital. The Superintendent of Archaeology 

of the Archaeological survey of India took over 

the position of the Director of Archaeology in 

Pakistan with small staff.  The Headquarter of 

East Pakistan Circle of Archaeology was set up 

at Rajshahi, and Lahore became headquarter of 

West Pakistan Circle. Prior to the independence 

of Pakistan the sub-continent under (British 

Rule) was divided into six Archeological Circles. 

Pakistan had inherited this organizational 

structure of the British period for management of 

10  Under Mortimer Wheeler the technique of area 

excavation as supcrceded by stratified excavation, in which 
the preparation of a schematic overall sequential view of 
the material culture assumed importance. See: Sharma, R.S. 
2003, Historical Archaeology and Problems of Urban Histo-
ry, Studies in Archaeology, (Commemorative Volume of Prof. 
S. Nural Hassan) Chief Edi. Prof. Satish Chandra, Edi. Dr. 
W.H. Siddiqi, Rampur Raza Library, Rampur, India.
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the cultural heritage of the country. 

The West Pakistan Circle was however, the 

real successor to the British Indian Frontier 

Circle and the East Pakistan Circle was a part 

of colonial   Eastern Circle.  The Frontier Circle 

of Archaeological Survey was established at 

Peshāwar in 1906 for the protection of monuments 

in the former North West Frontier Province (now 

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa) including   Balochistan. 

There were two other circles namely Northern 

Circles one at Lahore and another at Agra. The 

Lahore Circle was established to look after the 

Hindu and Buddhist monuments in areas of west 

and East Punjab, Delhi, U.P, Central India and 

Rajputana. The Agra Circle was to manage the 

Muslim and British monuments in the west and 

East Punjab, Delhi, Central India and Rajputana 

(Mughal 2011: 119).

The two headquarters of the former Frontier Circle 

were however, shifted to Lahore in 1928 when the 

Muslim and British monuments in former Punjab 

were also transferred to that Circle.  However, due 

to financial constraints the Circle dealing with the 

Hindu and Buddhist monuments at Lahore was 

abolished and transferred to the former Frontier 

Circle in 1931. Later on with the establishment 

of Pakistan, this Circle was reorganized and 

re-named as West Pakistan Circle and all the 

monuments located in West Pakistan were put 

under its control.  

After the creation of Bangladesh in 1971, the 

administrative set up was reorganized into 

two Circles 11  namely; Northern Circle of 

11  The Northern Circle of archaeology was estab-

lished to look after the regions of Punjab and Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa provinces whereas Southern Circle of Archaeology 
was responsible for the areas of Sindh and Balochistan prov-
inces respectively. See: Mughal, M.R. 2011, Heritage Man-
agement and Conservation in Pakistan: The British Legacy 

Archaeology at Lahore and Southern Circle of 

Archaeology at Hyderabad   After independence 

of Pakistan, Sir Mortimer Wheeler was appointed 

as Archaeological Advisor in 1948 who worked up 

to 1950 and Mr. Q.M. Muneer from 1947 to 1949 

as Director of Archaeology. He was succeeded 

by Dr. Muhammad Nazim (1949-50). Maulvi 

Shamsuddin was appointed as Acting Director 

of Archaeology who worked from 1950 to 1954. 

After his retirement Mr. Raoul Curiel (A French 

National) became Director of Archaeology and 

he served in the Department of Archaeology 

from 1954-58. The period of Dr. Fazal Ahmad 

Khan as Director of Archaeology from 1958 to 

1970 is witnessed an overall modernization and 

expansion of professional activities of excavations, 

explorations, conservation of monuments and 

development of museology in Pakistan. Dr. 

Nazimud-Din took over the charge of Director of 

Archaeology in 1970 and continued up to 1972.  

Syed Ashfaque Ahmad Naqvi was appointed in 

1972 who worked hard for raising the general 

standard of conservation and introducing world 

famous site of Moenjodaro to the world (Mughal 

2011: 119).

Dr. Muhammad Ishtiaq Khan was appointed as 

Director in 1973 and during his tenure the status 

of Director of Archaeology was raised to Director 

General of Archeology. He worked for the 

Department of Archeology up to February 1986 

before his appointment as Advisor in UNESCO. He 

was replaced by Sh. Khurshid Hassan who served 

the Department of Archaeology and Museums as 

Acting Director General up to November, 1986 

(Khan, A.N, 1990: 14).

 Dr. Ahmed Nabi Khan worked as Director 

and Current Perspective, Pakistan Heritage, Vol.3, Hazara  
University, Mansehra, Pakistan.
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General of Archaeology, from 1986 to 1993 and 

Dr. Muhammad Rafique Mughal, worked in the 

same capacity from 1993 to 1996. Mr. Niaz Rasool 

served the Department of Archaeology from 1996 

to 1998 and Mr. Saeed-ur-Rehman from 1998-

2003, as head of the Department of Archaeology 

and Museums, while Mr. Saleem-ul-Haq was 

appointed as Acting Director General from 

March 2003 to September, 2003. He was replaced 

by Dr. Fazal Dad Kakar, who was appointed as 

Director General of Archaeology and Museums, 

in September, 2003 served the Department of 

Archaeology and Museums up to 2014.   After his 

retirement Dr. Muhammad Arif worked as Acting 

Director General of Archaeology and Museums 

from 2014 to 2016.
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